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House of Representatives 
The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Tuesday, May 3, 2022, at 10 a.m. 

Senate 
MONDAY, MAY 2, 2022 

The Senate met at 3 p.m. and was 
called to order by the President pro 
tempore (Mr. LEAHY). 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Almighty and everlasting God, by 

whose Spirit we are governed and sanc-
tified, thank You for continuing to 
hear and answer our prayers. Lord, we 
have repeatedly prayed for Ukraine; 
You have filled us with Your peace and 
patience as we have watched the un-
folding of Your prevailing providence 
in that ravaged land. 

Continue to use our lawmakers to ac-
complish Your purposes on Earth. 
Lord, fill our Senators with faith, hope, 
and courage as they strive to live for 
Your honor. With Your wisdom, mercy, 
and power, keep them steadfast in 
Your matchless love. 

We pray in Your sovereign Name. 
Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The President pro tempore led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under 
the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

The Senator from Hawaii. 
Ms. HIRONO. Mr. President, I suggest 

the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 

I ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. 
HIRONO). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Re-
publican leader is recognized. 

f 

INFLATION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
inflation has hit a staggering 8.5 per-
cent on Democrats’ watch as a result of 
Democrats’ policies. 

Last week, the Commerce Depart-
ment announced that personal con-
sumption expenditures climbed at their 
fastest rate this past year since 1982— 
40 years ago. Americans are paying 10 
percent more on groceries than they 
were a year ago and about $1.25 more 
for a gallon of gas. In every aisle of the 
supermarket, in every big box store, 
the prices families pay for essentials 
have skyrocketed. 

As the owner of a coffeehouse in my 
hometown of Louisville put it, ‘‘We are 
trying not to pass on too much to the 
customers, but it comes to a time when 
you just have to.’’ 

The owner of a longstanding butcher 
shop nearby said: 

‘‘We’re all holding our breath.’’ That goes 
for small business owners and shoppers alike. 

One new poll found that 94 percent of 
Americans are upset or concerned 
about inflation, and they are over-
whelmingly not happy—not happy— 
with what the Biden administration is 
doing about it. Just 28 percent of the 
country approved of President Biden’s 
handling of inflation. 

The worst part is that this pain was 
certainly not inevitable. American 
families could have been spared all of 
this. 

Last spring, Democrats inherited an 
economy that was ready for a historic 
comeback. Even top liberal economists 
such as Larry Summers and Jason 
Furman—both senior advisers to the 
Obama White House—warned— 
warned—that Democrats’ $2 trillion 
spending binge was completely out of 
proportion to the remaining output 
gap. The country didn’t need anything 
like it. 

Summers warned of ‘‘inflationary 
pressures of a kind we have not seen in 
a generation.’’ 

Furman said: 
It’s definitely too big for the moment. 

But Democratic politicians didn’t lis-
ten. Here in the Senate, the Demo-
cratic leader said: 

I do not think the dangers of inflation, at 
least in the near-term, are very real. 

That was Leader SCHUMER last 
March. 

So they spent all that money any-
way, and, sadly, for the American peo-
ple, the rest is now history. Democrats 
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